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The Brazilian Minister of External Affairs, Ambassador Antonio Patriota, apologizes for not being here today. He gave me instructions to convey his gratitude for the kind invitation and his wishes for the success of this Conference.

On behalf of the Brazilian Government, let me congratulate Qatar, Sudan and the Darfur Regional Authority, for convening this very important Conference, a fundamental step towards the achievement of peace and development in Darfur. We hope the Conference receives enough pledges to cope with the needs of social and economic development of Darfur.
Brazil acknowledges the key role played by Qatar in the complex negotiations with all Darfur stakeholders, which led to the signature of the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur, in 2011. 

We also acknowledge the efforts made by the Government of Sudan in this challenging process of peace.

Without the joint effort of both the Sudanese and Qatari Governments it would not have been possible to be here today. 
Brazil has been closely following all issues related to Darfur, since it is our hope that the Sudanese people find their way to peace. 
We were one of the first countries to react positively to the appeal for financial support made by the Donor´s Conference for Darfur, convened by FAO, in 2010 (three hundred thousand dollars).

Still in 2010, Brazil has contributed with humanitarian assistance in Darfur:  two hundred thousand dollars through UNICEF; one hundred and fifty thousand dollars through the United Nations Program for Disaster Reduction; and four hundred thousand dollars through the World Bank Program for Disaster Reduction and Recovery. We also made contributions through the World Food Program.
In our view, it is very important to pave the way from humanitarian aid towards recovery and development. We consider that the Darfur Development Strategy presented to us during this Conference deserves to be fully supported. 
Peace is not only the absence of war; peace is development and the well-being of people. The Darfur Development Strategy abides by this principle. The detailed documents prepared by the three Committees provide a holistic approach to the needs for economic recovery, development and poverty eradication; it also proposes the establishment of structures and the reconstruction of institutions necessary to foster governance and security.

The documents also grant us with the tools to provide individuals and communities affected by the conflict with mid-term and long-term projects to recover their basic economic structure. 
Together with development, social inclusion and poverty eradication, Brazil ranks dialogue, justice, transparency and reconciliation as issues deserving close and special attention.
If, on the one hand, we agree with the concepts built by DDS; on the other hand, it is necessary to think on how to provide financial support for its implementation. 

On behalf of the Brazilian Government, I am very much honored to announce a donation of three hundred thousand dollars, through the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, in cooperation with FAO and the World Food Program, for buying locally produced food for refugees and internally displaced persons in Darfur.
The Brazilian Government takes this opportunity to invite both the Government of Sudan and the Darfur Regional Authority to send missions to Brazil.
We propose that the missions focus on social policies Brazil has been developing to strengthen regional and local development and also social inclusion in the areas of management of water resources, sanitation, health and agriculture.
Other areas of the Recovery and Reconstruction Strategy for Darfur can also be included in those missions. 
My country is open to consider together with the parties possible joint initiatives to share best practices and concrete possibilities of technical cooperation with the Sudanese Government on benefit of Darfur.
Thank you very much.
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