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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Deputy Prime Minister Al-Mahmoud, Joint Special Representative Mohammed Ibn Chambas, Ministers, Excellencies,

Canada would like to commend Qatar, and in particular Deputy Prime Minister Al-Mahmoud for his efforts to bring peace to Darfur.

We would like to thank Qatar for bringing us all together to keep international attention focused – 10 years on -- on the tragic situation that persists in Darfur today.

Canada would also like to welcome JSR Mohammed Ibn Chambas to his role at the helm of UNAMID [UN-AU Hybrid Operation in Darfur].

We recognize the integral role UNAMID continues to play in working to stabilize the security situation in Darfur, and in striving to protect Darfur’s most vulnerable from violence.

CANADA’S CONTRIBUTION

Canada has long been a proponent of a lasting peace in Darfur.

In Doha, we were among the largest contributors to the AU-UN Trust Fund supporting the mediation efforts up to the conclusion of the DDPD [Doha Document for Peace in Darfur] in July 2011, and we maintained an observer presence throughout the Doha negotiations as a clear signal of our support.

Since 2006, Canada has provided close to $300 million for Darfur.

In addition to considerable support for humanitarian assistance as well as some early recovery vocational training programmes, Canada supported the stand-up of the African Mission in Sudan [AMIS] and subsequently UNAMID.

We have provided training, equipment, and armoured vehicles for hundreds of personnel serving in African Formed Police Units with UNAMID.

Canada also provided some $20 million in assistance for vulnerable children and “youth-at-risk” in Darfur. 

NON-IMPLEMENTATION

We recognize the difficult context in which UNAMID is operating, and the numerous dangers facing UNAMID personnel in the complex security environment in Darfur today.

Nearly two years have passed since the All Darfur Stakeholders’ Conference here in Doha which culminated the negotiations between the LJM [Liberation and Justice Movement] and the Government of Sudan.

We have welcomed the appointment of the Darfur Regional Authority under the leadership of Dr. Tijane Seisi.

However, together with our committed colleagues on the Implementation Follow-up Commission, we have grown disappointed with the pace of implementation.

To date, even Sudan’s commitment to provide an initial $200 million in funding for reconstruction and development has been unfulfilled.  Sudan has repeatedly stated that $200 million in funding has been provided to fulfill its preliminary commitment under the DDPD for reconstruction and development.

However, despite tremendous effort on the part of the DRA and development partners to develop strategic plans for reconstruction projects, as of yet there are no concrete projects underway to better the lives of Darfuris on the ground.

The security situation has worsened, with the conflict between government forces and key rebel movements unresolved.

This violence has been compounded by inter-tribal and intra-nomadic fighting over resources, fighting among government-allied militia, as well as the problems of rampant banditry.

ACCESS CHALLENGES

Despite our significant contribution towards peace and development in Darfur, Canada has faced what we view as unacceptable obstructions to our development and stabilization efforts. 

We have faced frequent delays and refusals in the issuance of travel permits for our development officials and diplomats, which has rendered it difficult to monitor projects in Darfur.

We realize that UNAMID – an integral player in establishing security for any assistance and recovery efforts – has also encountered unacceptable restrictions on visas for their personnel, as well as their freedom of movement in Darfur.

We would urge the Government of Sudan to end the state of emergency in Darfur – as set out in the DDPD, to remove restrictions on international donors and allow development to take place.

We hope that the recent drafting of the new Government of Sudan Directives for Humanitarian Work will help resolve problems around access and the overall ability to conduct programming in Darfur.

BROADER CONTEXT

In parallel to the worrying deterioration of security conditions in Darfur, conflict continues to rage in South Kordofan and Blue Nile.

These conflicts can no longer be viewed through separate lenses.

The combatants – on both sides – are the same, and the grievances driving these conflicts are the same.

There are striking similarities in the military tactics that are used -- indiscriminate aerial bombardments, and the denial of humanitarian access.

These tactics have wreaked a deadly humanitarian toll in Darfur in the initial years of the war, and have fuelled a humanitarian crisis in Darfur and the Two Areas today.

Canada continues to call upon all parties to these conflicts to permit the full, safe and unhindered delivery of humanitarian assistance.

POSITIVE PROGRESS

There is some cause for hope. 

There has been progress between Sudan and South Sudan.

We were heartened by the breakthrough in March when Sudan and South Sudan agreed to implement security and border arrangements, to operationalize the Safe Demilitarized Border Zone, and to take concrete steps to bring oil back on-line.

We commend the two countries for putting aside their grievances in order move forward.

CONCLUSIONS

It is a time of both hope and tragedy in Sudan and South Sudan.

Negotiated solutions must be found for the conflict ravaging Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile.

However, these conflicts won’t be brought to an end through cosmetic gestures, or the signing of separate and unimplementable protocols and agreements with various marginal and splinter movements.

The best incentive the Khartoum government can provide for peace -- nation-wide --  is in bringing violence to an end, lifting the state of emergency, implementing the DDPD in full and without further delay, and ensuring a fair allotment of federal resources.

This could change the lives of the Darfuri people.

It could also pave the way for genuine and comprehensive negotiations, rooted in trust, with the key stakeholders to Sudan’s conflicts.

But continued military confrontation and bombardments, denial of humanitarian access to war-ravaged populations, and half-hearted implementation of peace agreements will only breed more of the same…

Canada commends Qatar, in particular, for its tireless and generous commitment in pursuit of peace in Darfur, and expresses our heartfelt thanks to the Qatari government for hosting us here today.
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