

SPEECH OF THE HEAD OF TURKISH DELEGATION IN DARFUR DONORS CONFERENCE
(7-8 April 2013, Doha)

H.E. Ahmad Al Mahmoud
Honourable members of the delegations and,
Dear Guests,
I would like to start my words by thanking the authorities of Qatar, for hosting the “International Donors Conference for the Reconstruction and Development of Darfur”.
We attach utmost importance to peace and stability in and around Sudan. That was the reason behind the co-chairmanship of our Minister Mr. Davutoğlu at the first  Conference on 21 March, 2010. Yet we are aware of the challenges faced by Sudan, which is beyond the capacity of one single country to solve.

Excellencies, 

Turkey will continue to give its full support to the efforts of the United Nations, the African Union and Arab League in securing a lasting peace in Darfur. We also commend the efforts and contributions of Qatar who has initiated Doha Peace Process.

We are all aware of the suffering of the people of Darfur. And we see it as our duty to help ease this suffering so that the region will become a source of peace, prosperity, tranquility, stability and harmony.

We believe that the signing of the “Doha Document for Peace in Darfur” (DDPD) by the Government of Sudan and LJM on 14 July 2011 was an important development which has demonstrated that the parties have shown courage and have placed the interests of the people above any other consideration.

The parties must now fully implement the agreements reached.

We were disappointed that JEM (Justice and Equality Movement), SLA/Abdul Wahid (Sudan Liberation Army) and SLA/Minni Minawi had rejected to join the peace process. 

But now we welcome the ceasefire agreement on 10th February 2013 between the government and JEM.

Furthermore, the agreement on the roadmap on the resumption of the peace negotiations with one of the fractions of JEM is also a positive development. 

These armed groups should not be supported by any country as they fight to overthrow the democratically elected government in Khartoum.  

We also welcomed the inauguration (February 2012) of the Darfur Regional Authority, which was established under the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur with responsibility to lead the implementation of its provisions.

Therefore, it is imperative that the parties take immediate steps to implement those provisions of the Agreement that are of greatest concern to the people of Darfur, who have suffered the most from the conflict.

There will be likely no such a time when an ideal set of conditions for recovery will be apparent in Darfur. The momentum gained by the DDPD should not be allowed to vane. Turkey fully supports the development strategy and the mechanisms created by the DDPD.

Yet, we remain concerned about the humanitarian crisis in Darfur.

We are trying to contribute to remedying the humanitarian problems with our donations and the works of the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TICA) and Turkish NGO’s.

Since the visit of our Prime Minister H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan to Darfur in  2006, Turkey started an extensive campaign to help the people of Darfur. In this regard a field hospital was built and operated by Turkish Red Crecent which provided care to 1000 people a day until 2011. Turkish Red Crecent also provided humanitarian assistance. The Khartoum Office of TICA completed a wide range of projects in Darfur such as: opening water wells, providing important devices and equipment for hospitals in the region, delivering improved local seeds to local people free of charge, library for the university. Turkish NGO’s also played an important role as they drilled water wells and built houses, mosques, schools, a dormitory for orphans and a vocational training center for women. 

Now a modern hospital with 150 beds is being built in Nyala and in a few months it will start to admit patients. With this modern hospital project, we are aiming to stop the flow of patients to distant Khartoum which is difficult and expensive to reach. We are also planning to create a health hub attracting people not only from Darfur but from neighbouring countries as well.

In March 2010, you will recall that the First Darfur Donors Conference co-chaired by OIC, Turkey and Egypt was held in Cairo where the total value of the aid pledged by the international donors reached 850 million Dollars. Turkey pledged 70 million dollars at the conference and by completing Nyala hospital among other projects carried by TICA it already fulfilled its commitments.

As the Nyala hospital will be operated by Turkish and Sudanese partners, Turkey will continue to provide a substantial financial package for meeting the high operational costs of the Nyala hospital. In this context Turkey also pledges 50 million US Dollars for the next five years, for the operation of the Nyala hospital.

On the other hand, our Ministry of Development and TICA are willing to work on specific projects like development plans and technical assistance projects which will be proposed by the Sudanese authorities.  Distribution of improved seeds will continue, as we see this project as an effective response to unemployement and poverty. Turkish NGO’s will also continue their support and assistance to the people of Darfur by different humanitarian and development projects.

Before concluding my remarks, I would like to once again welcome all the delegations and the participants of this conference and express my gratitude to our hosts, the Qatari authorities.  We hope that this conference will help peace and reconciliation in Darfur as well as the well-being and the prosperity of the Sudanese people. 

I thank you very much for your kind attention.


3

