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It is a great pleasure for me to represent the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) in this important conference. Our Agency has established its presence in Sudan more than a decade ago, and has increased its portfolio in a more intense and continuous manner since 2006 in Eastern Sudan, Khartoum and Darfur. UN-Habitat work in these regions has represented a concrete response to the specific needs and requests from our governmental counterparts. 
It concerns upgrading and prevention of informal settlements, development of pro-poor urban policies, strategic urban planning, promotion of environmentally-friendly construction technologies to mitigate deforestation and facilitation of a dialogue through regional planning. These activities have contributed to a better understanding of the complex nature of urbanization and helped in identifying appropriate alternatives and durable solutions.
 The common denominator of these interventions is the need for addressing challenges and opportunities derived from the rapid urbanization process which is taking place in Sudan where more than 40% of the population lives in urban areas with an annual growth of around 4% and in Darfur in particular with almost 50% of its population being urban. 
Darfur has undergone major demographic shifts over the last generation. These shifts have complicated the region’s ability to absorb the effects of environmental change and poor governance. Demographic shifts are chiefly visible in three areas: population growth, a youth bulge and urbanization.
Since 1973, Darfur’s population has grown almost six-fold, to roughly 7.5 million people. At historic growth rates, the area could be home to 12 million people by 2025. Large population increases translate into corresponding demands for services and opportunities that the region is ill-equipped to meet.
Darfur needs to face the socio-territorial challenges caused by the massive displacement and migration of people across the region, and the consequent unsustainable use of natural resources, increased desertification and sprawling of informal settlements around urban centers. The huge demand for housing represents one of the main challenges, considering that there are around 1.4 million Internal Displaced Persons (IDPs) in camps and around 140,000 Refugees returning from neighbouring countries which need to be reintegrated in the Darfurian society.
 We all know that shelter is one of the basic rights of people. However housing cannot go alone; we will also need to provide we will also need to provide security of tenure, basic services including health and education, infrastructure development, food security, and contribute to the safe and secure environment in which employment, income generation, the market for services and government revenue thrive to sustain all services, which are all key requirements for any human settlement to function.  
For the last five years, UN-Habitat has been supporting the Darfur states through demonstration projects to show in a very practical manner HOW some of the challenges mentioned above can be addressed at an affordable cost, without harming the environment, building on existing capacities and promoting job creation. All these years, our work has focussed exclusively on aspects related to early recovery, durable solutions and transition from relief to development. 
Therefore, UN-Habitat would like to contribute to the process of reconstruction of Darfur by taking advantage of the on-going urbanisation process and investment to promote the full recovery and sustainable development of the region, once and for all, building on existing local capacities. We will continue to focus on regional and urban planning, promotion of environmental-friendly technologies, upgrading of informal settlements, capacity building, awareness-raising and consensus building. 
What we propose is very concrete, is something that everybody can see and touch, is something that you can measure, while adopting mechanisms for replication and scaling-up, and at the same time creates jobs and generates income. It is clear that the construction sector will be the economic driver of Darfur for the next 5-10 years to come. There is no doubt about it. This is a fantastic and unique opportunity for promoting a durable development process in such a needed region of Sudan; we should seize it, and UN-Habitat can be of substantial help.
UN-Habitat has already demonstrated its capacity in a recent past, during which we have implemented a half billion USD reconstruction programme in northern Iraq in difficult working conditions. The results are still there and one can appreciate them: between 1998 and 2003 we have built 21,286 houses, 765 schools, 134 health centres, 905 kms of water and sanitation systems, 2,940 kms of roads, 34 bridges and 255 community facilities.
History teaches us that crisis situations can also represent opportunities for establishing more sustainable development models, more adapted to the country’s conditions, with a degree of wisdom and matured thought not reached before. Urbanisation, if properly done, represents by itself a splendid opportunity for peace building and stabilisation. Cities are inclusive systems where people of different origins can cohabit and share common facilities, enhancing a feeling of security at the level of the households, and offering different options for income generation.
We have to remain alert that urban centres in Darfur do not turn into huge refugee camps, with few patches of residents enjoying secure tenure, housing and basic urban services. We need to work together towards a sustainable urbanisation process, which provides alternatives to the displaced population who wish to return to their areas of origin, or to reintegrate in urban settings, focussing on balanced regional development strategies, creating the conditions for self-sustainability and socio-economic development, in secured and peaceful human settlements. This is a great and complex challenge that requires a lot of dialogue, consensus building, policy review, innovative ideas, resource generation, and above all, passion and willingness for working together for improving the lives of those in need. 
I will conclude by saying that UN-Habitat is looking forward to play a catalytic and pivotal role with partners in the improvement of the quality of urban environment and access to planned land, quality urban housing and basic services for residents in major towns of Darfur and properly address the reintegration/urbanization of individuals based on informed strategic development perspectives of the region in support of the Doha Darfur Peace Document implementation. 
I thank you for your kind attention
Alioune Badiane
Director Project Office 
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