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Your Excellency Ahmed bin Abdallah, Deputy Prime Minister of Qatar,

Excellencies and distinguished participants,
As Salaam Aleikum

It gives me great pleasure to convey this message on behalf of the World Health Organization here at the International Donor Conference for Reconstruction and Development in Darfur and I would like to thank the State of Qatar for organizing this conference.
WHO recognizes the progress made within the peace process to resolve the Darfur conflict and commends the different stakeholders in taking one more step forward in the reconciliation process. This is good news on all fronts – not least for the health of its people. For too long, the conflict in Darfur has caused immense suffering – both physical and psychological. Communities were uprooted and in some cases torn apart; homes and health facilities were destroyed and the environment devastated.  
For the past ten years, the World Health Organization has been involved in delivering humanitarian assistance to the conflict affected population in Darfur in close collaboration with partners within and beyond the UN family and in particular with the Federal and State Ministries of Health.  Together, we have supported primary and secondary care, ensured high routine immunization coverage for children, dealt with outbreaks of diseases such as the Yellow Fever outbreak last year and provided protection against diseases such as meningitis and measles through mass vaccination campaigns, and helped ensure that pregnant women and sick children were able to access health services when they needed them, all thanks to generous support from donors.
Peace and stability are key to social development, economic growth and achievement of the aspirations of the peoples of Darfur. They are also vital to sustaining good health, which in turn contributes to the development of the economy and helps establish a climate in which peace and stability can take hold.  
The Federal Ministry of Health together with the Darfur Regional Authority embarked in December 2011 on the preparation of the Darfur Early Recovery Strategy for Health and Nutrition which was endorsed in October 2012 and which is the Health and Nutrition component of the Darfur Development Strategy. The strategy was developed with involvement of the Federal Ministry of Health, the State Ministries of Health and the communities of the 5 Darfurs, the Darfur Regional Authority, and health partners and technically supported by WHO. It addresses the health sector gaps and needs. For example, health services in Darfur are compromised due to low health workforce density, particularly in rural areas, where the ratio of health professionals to the rest of the population stands at less than 25% of the WHO benchmark of 2.3 per 1,000 population. An integrated primary health care package is only provided in 35% of health centres and Emergency Obstetrical Services are available in only 49% of facilities. The children of Darfur suffer from some of the highest malnutrition rates in the country with malnutrition being one of the major contributors to child mortality.  
The plan consists of three prongs. First, it aims at maximizing the outputs of existing health and nutrition services, by filling gaps, upgrading assets, expanding services, boosting productivity, and improving quality during the first 2-3 years. Second, it aims to strengthen the institutions and management instruments necessary to operate expanded and upgraded integrated health and nutrition services within 5 years. Third, it looks at launching a long-term investment plan covering 10-15 years, aimed at making health and nutrition services accessible to the majority of the population. The total cost to materialize this is an estimated U$290m.  This should all result in considerable increases in service delivery with improved quality and higher cost-efficiency.  By privileging under-served groups and areas, the plan should also reduce inequities.   
As mentioned this morning, as Peace is not only the absence of war, similarly Health is not only the absence of disease but a state of complete physical, mental and social well being. This pledging conference will be key to ensuring that we can all continue our work to improve the health and wellbeing of the peoples of Darfur. WHO looks forward to support the implementation of the DDS in the years ahead.
Thank you.    
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